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Are you newly diagnosed? We can help. 
[Get Started] (This should link to CAN)

Mission: Support organizations that empower individuals affected by HIV to live full lives, free from stigma.
Vision: A future where individuals living with HIV are celebrated for their resilience, embraced without prejudice and empowered to achieve their dreams.

Understanding HIV
In a world where medical advancements have transformed HIV from a death sentence to a manageable condition, the greatest challenge many individuals with HIV face is not the virus itself but the stigma that continues to surround it. The Susan Terry Foundation is dedicated to changing this narrative by supporting programs that empower those affected by HIV to live full lives, free from stigma and discrimination.
There are more than 1.1 million people in the United States who are living with HIV, with approximately 38,000 new cases diagnosed annually. Despite significant medical progress in HIV treatment, stigma and discrimination remain pervasive. This stigma leads to social isolation, mental health challenges and barriers to accessing necessary health care and support services. Individuals living with HIV often face prejudice in their personal, professional and social lives, which can severely impact their overall well-being and the quality of life of their family









Advocacy
Empowerment is key to overcoming stigma that is the underpinning of the Susan Terry Foundation. Our approach focuses on three main pillars:
1. Addressing Critical Social Determinants of Health: We fund organizations providing comprehensive support services, including mental health & substance abuse counseling, housing & transportation assistance and medical support. These services help individuals with HIV navigate the challenges they face and build strong, supportive communities.
2. Education & Awareness: We support educational programs to dispel myths and misconceptions about HIV. By increasing public awareness and understanding, we want to reduce fear and prejudice.
3. Community Collaboration: Because no single organization can address all the barriers faced by those living with HIV, we foster collaboration among individuals, groups and organizations to address barriers and create a stigma-free future.
Together, we have the power to create a world where everyone, regardless of HIV status, can thrive and live their fullest lives, free from stigma. Imagine a future where stigma and discrimination are not just diminished but completely eradicated. With your support, we can transform this vision into a vibrant reality.
















About Susan Terry
Founder of Comprehensive Care Center
Susan Terry was a visionary leader, fearless advocate and trailblazer in the fight against HIV and AIDS. In 1991, at a time when stigma and fear surrounded the epidemic, she boldly stepped forward to help establish one of the first comprehensive care clinics dedicated to treating patients. With an unwavering commitment to compassionate care, she played a pivotal role in shaping what is now CAN Community Health. 
Recognized for her leadership and organizational brilliance, Terry worked tirelessly to secure federal grants, including Ryan White funding, to expand the clinic’s reach. Whether advocating for legislative support or celebrating small community fundraisers, she valued every contribution, no matter the size. Her efforts laid the foundation for an enduring health care network that continues to serve those affected by HIV and AIDS. 
Colleagues and community members admired her determination and courage. Dr. Jeffrey Stahl, who co-founded the clinic with her, recalled, “She was the only person who had any idea about what had to be done with AIDS and who had the guts and intestinal fortitude to do it.” Despite her transformative impact, Terry never sought recognition, but those who knew her understood the profound mark she left on so many lives. 
Terry died Sept. 2, 2009, at age 53. Her passing was a tremendous loss to the community she served so selflessly. Yet, her legacy lives on through the Susan Terry Foundation, ensuring that her life’s mission continues. 




About the Foundation
The Susan Terry Foundation was established to honor the extraordinary legacy of Susan Terry, a pioneering leader in the fight against HIV and AIDS. Founded in the spirit of her unwavering commitment to compassionate care and community service, the foundation continues her mission by supporting initiatives that expand access to health care, promote education, and provide critical resources to individuals affected by HIV and AIDS. 
Guided by Terry’s dedication to advocacy and innovation, the foundation partners with health care providers, researchers and community organizations to advance policies and programs that improve the lives of those impacted by HIV. Through scholarships, grants and outreach efforts, the foundation empowers future generations of health care professionals and advocates to carry forward Terry’s vision of equitable and comprehensive care for all. 
The Susan Terry Foundation remains committed to ensuring that her legacy endures by fostering collaboration and inspiring action.


Ray Carson
Executive Director
Ray Carson is an accomplished executive leader with extensive experience in non-profit leadership and advocacy. He currently serves as the Executive Director of the Susan Terry Foundation, where he leads efforts to honor Susan Terry’s legacy by advancing the mission of CAN Community Health. 
Before joining the Susan Terry Foundation, Carson was President & CEO of The ALS Association Florida Chapter, where he led the organization’s growth and efforts to support individuals and families affected by ALS. Prior to that, Carson spent more than 14 years with the American Cancer Society, including serving as director of media advocacy for their Cancer Action Network, overseeing media advocacy efforts across 24 states, Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico. Carson also held senior positions, including chief operating officer, senior vice president for support services and vice president of communications and marketing. 
Carson holds a Bachelor of Arts in political science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and attended Albion College as well as the Gerald R. Ford Institute for Public Service. He is a graduate of the executive education program at Harvard Business School, where he expanded his leadership capabilities. 
With a passion for creating change and advocating for at-risk communities, Carson continues to bring his expertise in nonprofit leadership, communications and fundraising to inspire action and ensure the sustainability of critical public health initiatives. 
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Get Involved
At the Susan Terry Foundation, every contribution helps fuel our mission to create a lasting impact in the communities we serve. We offer several meaningful ways for individuals or organizations to get involved:  
· Individuals:
· Foundations:
· Corporations:
Your donation ensures that our vital programs, whether providing healthcare, educational resources or community support—can thrive. We’re committed to transparency and making sure your gift directly supports the causes that matter most. 
[Donor Form]

Contact Us
Whether you have questions, want to learn more about our mission or are interested in getting involved, our team is here to help. 
[Contact Form]
Susan Terry Foundation
1231 N. Tuttle Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34237
(813) 300-6555
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